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Langston Hughes:  
A Voice of the Civil Rights Movement 

Informative/Explanatory Performance Task 

By Beryl Irene Bailey, Ed.D., CCC/SLP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Booklet 

Text # 1: The Children March-Chapter One in Birmingham 1963 

Text # 2: Scottsboro Boys, Trial and Defense Campaign (1931-1937) 

Text # 3: Daybreak in Alabama-Poem by Langston Hughes 

Text # 4: I Dream a World-Poem by Langston Hughes 

 

Name: ________________________ Teacher: _____________________Date: __/__/__ 
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Name: ___________________________ Teacher: _______________ Date: __/__/__ 

Text 1: The Children March 

Directions: Use your annotated-highlighted and written notes of your text and answer 

the following questions. 

1. Explain what the author meant by the word swarmed.  Identify the literary 

device and key details from the text in your response. 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 
2. Conduct a close read of paragraphs 1-2 and synthesize the information and 

provide a one to two sentence definition of the Children’s Crusade. 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 
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     “Temperatures approached 80 degrees Fahrenheit (27 degrees Celsius) that day, 

but here was too much noise for Carolyn to enjoy the spring day as she marched 

along.  She couldn’t even hear birds chirping in nearby Kelly Ingram Park.  Students 

were singing freedom songs as they marched.  Police dogs barked and growled.  

From the sidewalks, African-American adults shouted at police. 

     Carolyn knew police planned to round up the young demonstrators and take 

them to jail.  The day before, police had arrested hundreds of young people for 

trying to march into the white shopping district. 

3. The word round up in this context most nearly means _________________. 

a. arrest 

b. collect 

c. estimate 

d. gather 

4. Conduct a close read of paragraph 5 and explain the author’s use of the 

figurative language, “Near the park firefighters stood like warriors.”  Identify 

the literary device in your response. 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 
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5. Conduct a close read of paragraph 5 and infer why the author provides the 

reader with facts about force and motion as it relates to water. 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 
6. Describe which rhetorical appeal(s) Tougas uses to convey the message about 

what young African-American children experienced while marching for equal 

rights.  Include a discussion of the figurative language used. 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 
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7. Describe in detail the obstacles faced by the young people in Alabama.  Use 

evidence from the text in your description and include commentary on the sense 

of persistence exhibited by the young students. 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

“But Carolyn Maull was about to call the world’s attention to what was happening.  

That day a 32-year old news photographer named Charles Moore had snapped a 

picture of Carolyn and two teen boys being slammed against a building by a blast of 

water.  When people across the country saw the phot, they were stunned by the harsh 

treatment. …Suddenly the civil rights movement was bigger than Birmingham, bigger 

than a handful of southern states.  The image of a 14-year-old girl’s brutal treatment 

made civil rights a national problem needing a national solution.” 

8. The word stunned in this context most nearly means _________________. 

a. amazed 

b. perplexed 

c. outraged 

d. startled 
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Name: ___________________________ Teacher: _______________ Date: __/__/__ 

Text 2: Scottsboro Boys, Trial and Defense Campaign (1931-1937) 

Directions: Conduct a CLOSE read of the following passages and circle the meaning 

closest to the underlined words. 

 

“The Scottsboro Boys were nine young black men, falsely accused of raping two white 

women on board a train near Scottsboro, Alabama in 1931.  Convicted and facing 

execution, the case of Charlie Weems, Ozie Powell, Clarence Norris, Olen 

Montgomery, Willie Roberson, Haywood Patterson, Eugene Williams, and Andrew 

and Leroy Wright sparked international demonstrations and succeeded in both 

highlighting the racism of the American legal system and in overturning the 

conviction.” 

 

9. The word execution in this context most nearly means _____________________. 

a. accomplishment 

b. capital punishment 

c. implementation 

d. presentation 

 

10. The word sparked in this context most nearly means _____________________. 

a. ignited 

b. initiated 

c. instituted 

d. implemented 
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“The American Communist Party (CP), in this period at the height of its organizing 

focus in the American South against racism and economic exploitation, immediately 

took the case on, and largely through the efforts, sparked a mass defense movement.  

The CP brought in their legal arm, the International Labor Defense (ILD) to represent 

the nine.  After two trials in which an all-white jury, fueled by a biased Alabama 

press, convicted the nine, the ILD and the CP began a national protest campaign to 

overturn the conviction, marked by numerous street marches, national and 

international speaking tours, and popular songs….When they travelled to Washington, 

D.C. to demonstrate, the CP stopped at segregated restaurants to stage sit-ins against 

discrimination, helping to turn the campaign into a trial of the system of segregation 

and racism in America, presaging the sit-in tactics of the 1960’s civil rights movement. 

11. The word height in this context most nearly means _________________. 

a. degree-advanced point 

b. development of an organization 

c. difference between organizations 

d. distance of an organization 

 

12. The word presaging in this context most nearly means ________________. 

a. envisioning 

b. foretelling 

c. seeing 

d. warning 

 

13. Describe the tactics used by the American Communist Party to bring national 

attention to highlight the conviction of the Scottsboro Boys and racism of the 

American legal system. 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________
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____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 
14. Infer what the author means by the underlined metaphors, “their legal arm…” 

and “fueled by a biased Alabama press…” 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

“Eventually, one of the white women, Ruby Bates, came forward to repudiate her 

testimony, acknowledging that she and Price had been pressured into falsely accusing 

the Scottsboro Boys, and she became part of the campaign to save their lives.” 

15.  The word repudiate in this context most nearly means _______________. 

a. release 

b. reinstate 

c. rescind 

d. reveal 
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Name: ___________________________ Teacher: _______________ Date: __/__/__ 

Directions: Conduct a CLOSE read of Langston Hughes poem, Daybreak in Alabama 

using your meta-textual markers and a pencil.  This poem was written in the 1930’s.  

Annotate the poem paying close attention to how Hughes uses language.   

Text 1: Daybreak in Alabama 

By Langston Hughes 

1. When I get to be a composer 

2. I’m going to write me some music about  

3. Daybreak in Alabama 

4. And I’m gonna put the purtiest songs in it 

5. Rising out of the ground like a swamp mist 

6. And falling out of heaven like soft dew. 

7. I’m gonna put some tall trees in it 

8. And the scent of pine needles 

9. And the smell of red clay after rain 

10. And long red necks 

11. And poppy colored faces 

12. And big brown arms 

13. And the field daisy eyes 

14. Of black and white black white black people 

15. And I’m gonna put white hands 

16. And black hands and brown and yellow hands  

17. And red clay earth hands in it 

18. Touching everybody with kind fingers 

19. And touching each other natural as dew 

20. In that dawn of music when I 

21. Get to be a composer 

22. And write about daybreak 

23. In Alabama. 
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Name: ___________________________ Teacher: _______________ Date: __/__/__ 

Text 3: Daybreak in Alabama 

16.  In his poem, Daybreak in Alabama, Langston Hughes writes about a vision of a 

metamorphosis- a rebirth of Alabama.  Contrast the poem with key details learned 

from the article on the Scottsboro Boys and the chapter, The Children March in 

Birmingham 1963.  Infer Hughes reasons for writing this poem and conduct an 

analysis of the poem and elaborate on Hughes use of figurative language and 

symbolism to convey how this “new” Alabama would be. 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________
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______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________ 
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Text 2: I Dream a World 

By Langston Hughes 

1. I dream a world where man 
2. No other man will scorn,  
3. Where love will bless the earth 
4. And peace its paths adorn. 
5. I dream a world where all 
6. Will know sweet freedom’s way, 
7. Where greed no longer saps the soul 
8. Nor avarice blights our day. 
9. A world I dream where black or white, 
10. Whatever race you be, 
11. Will share the bounties of the earth 
12. And every man is free, 
13. Where wretchedness will hang its head 
14. And joy like a pearl, 
15. Attends the needs of all mankind- 
16. Oh such I dream my world! 
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Name: ___________________________ Teacher: _______________ Date: __/__/__ 

Text 4: I Dream a World 

17. Conduct a close read of Langston Hughes’ poem, I Dream a World and annotate the 

poem using your meta-textual markers and a pencil.   Cite evidence and develop a 

logical argument that Langston Hughes was the voice of hope, equality, love and 

peace-HELP.  Include a discussion of Hughes’ use of author’s craft. 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________
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______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________ 



L a n g s t o n  H u g h e s :  A  V o i c e  o f  t h e  C i v i l  R i g h t s  M o v e m e n t  P a g e  15 | Bailey-2014 

 

Langston Hughes: A Voice of the Civil Rights Movement 

Informative/Explanatory Performance Task 

Langston Hughes, considered one of the premier voices of the Harlem Renaissance 

wrote the poems, “What happens to a dream deferred?”  Mother to Son, and My People.  But 

Langston Hughes was not only the voice of a northern movement in Harlem.  He was 

bilingual.  Langston Hughes was also a voice of the Civil Rights Movement.  In a 1947 

article, titled, My Adventures as a Social Poet, Langston Hughes wrote, “Try as I might 

to float off into the clouds, poverty and Jim Crow would grab me by the heels and 

right back to earth I would land.” 

Review your notes on the chapter, The Children March, the article, Scottsboro Boys, 

Trial and Defense Campaign and Hughes two poems, Daybreak in Alabama and I 

Dream and World.  Using evidence from the texts and Langston Hughes’ quote, write 

a two to three page informative/explanatory essay about how Langston Hughes was a 

voice of the Civil Rights Movement.  In your essay be sure to provide an explanation 

of the Civil Rights Movement and be SURE to:  

S 
Ä Stated the title of the chapter, article, poems or topic in my response 

Ä Stated the main idea of the topic 

Ä Supplied an organizational structure that lists reasons 

Ä  Stated reasons that are connected and support the main idea 

U 
Ä Used signal words & semantic cues (e.g. for example, such as, 

specifically, to illustrate, similar to, like, a major development, a key 

feature, a primary concern, a central issue, most noteworthyé) 

Ä Used vocabulary from the poems/chapter and the classroom/group  

discussions 

Ä Used evidence from my sources that is comprehensive, relevant and 

concrete 

Ä Used a variety of elaborative techniques (authorôs craft) 

R 
Ä Reviewed my response for correct sentence structure, punctuation, 

capitalization and neatness 

Ä Revised my response (added details and made corrections 

E 
Ä Ensured that every part of the question/prompt has been answered 

Ä Ensured that every word was correctly spelled 

Ä Edited my response for word meaning and sentence structure 

Ä Ended my writing with an effective conclusion (e.g. In summary, 

consequently, from this we see, therefore, neverthelessé) 
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Langston Hughes: A Voice of the Civil Rights Movement 

Middle School Informative/Explanatory Performance Task 

 

Name: ___________________________ Teacher: _______________ Date: __/__/__ 

 

Review your notes on the chapter, The Children March, the article, Scottsboro Boys, 

Trial and Defense Campaign and Hughes two poems, Daybreak in Alabama and I 

Dream and World.  Using evidence from the texts and Langston Hughes’ quote, write 

a two to three page informative/explanatory essay about how Langston Hughes was a 

voice of the Civil Rights Movement.  In your essay be sure to provide an explanation 

of the Civil Rights Movement.  

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________
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______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________
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______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________
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______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________ 


